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Corliss Lamont wins financial damages from
, Central Intelligence Agency for its unconstitu-
fooi tional opening and copying of 155 letiers to

and from
Emergen

in suit sponsored by National
iiberties Committee s

5 - In a decision handed down February 17, Federal Court jud e di ohaal
ph e o0 Jack B Weinstetn of the Fastern Distiet of New York awivder. . reriary Wty vdin.and Michael Krinsky
DT 82,0000 Corliss Lamont for the CIAs gross viopmen s - fepresented Dr. Lamon

, A’s gross. violation of hi
& United States Government to send him

regret” for ‘the C LA’s illeg,

. Two other plaintiffs whose

ys and directed _were bracketed with Dr..

letter of
i

mail had been opened by the CIA, =~
> keted, wit Lamont’ in’the judge’s decision ‘and =
ived S},OOQ damages. apiece, Following are the portions of
Weinstein’s opinion that pertain to Dr. Lamont: -,

ont had oyer 100 P;eées of cor ‘es‘p‘o‘x’x‘déﬂc’e}oy’a}id :
ple in Russia opened by the C.LA, The lettek:

F.B.L was furnished with the copies to add to-
; the process of ‘accumulating in the -

ettefs on th
set. Whilé he
years ha

standable. Tt should have been fores
*.. governmental prying into the sha ies of hus]
“wife is des‘picablq. (The court has not ’lféad the letters—it had | .
" more than enough of the demeaning process of: reading’ other: ¢
ten’s letters to their loved ones as a young naval officer assigned -*
—- = from time-to-time to censorship duties on his ship.) The letters of.
plaintiff 16 his wife will be sealed by the £ the Cou

¢ h is written and lectured extensively on a variety -
of subjects, including philosophy and civil liberties. Eighty-eight
Jetters dealt primarily with aspects of huranism and were diréct-
ed to Vladimir Kazakevich; a friend the plaintiff had met while -
" both wegé lecturing at Columbia Ux}ijé'réity; these letters includ-
ed various pamphlets and - articles published by Mr. Lamont
which, because! they wer [
copied and filed in the

3 Lamont is awarded $2,000.00
ment ‘lir,n}sh‘gs a'suitable letter of regret,
< shaxll bepaidasalegalfee. © '~ .
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The suy

v ed‘tl{g go{rer y
wenty-five percent: i

mﬁg from Mr. Lamont’s position gs’a'l,e:'atf»er

eities niovement and relaf vitles

SR iy 3Tk
to friend

re symbolic,

P sense of personal
by @ distinguished may' of
s and his wife, Certainly the -
Sense of freedom and pride in ‘our Constitution is

e
&
<

* a-“sense: of failure”
 Behialf of civil liberties had n
...~ awn rights is understandable; I p) : v
< " doughty and sophisticated  fightér for civit liberties quickly *
... recovered from his depression. It is unlikely that he, or any other
-1 - sensible person actively engaged in the everlasting struggle for
* freedom in our beloved country or elsewhere expects perfection
=5 in his lifetime, The damages were similar to those suffered by\,
-+ plaintiff Wilsons - - G R e

ble plaintiffs, the court might have con- .-
mbolie awards for those plaintiffs who had'a’ ' k
‘opened ‘ovei' 4 span of time, Plaintiffs have °
ul argument that repeated intrusions Wwarrant more -
if only as an indication that the ¢ourts are sensitive
ity and the quality of a constitutional violation. . -
st be practical; the number of possible plaip@iffs sy
thousands and the possible damages, even at ‘the'
1 fixed by the court, into the millions. These damages
paid by the bunglers responsible for the wrongs, bﬂ

" Were there fewer p
“sidered larger sy
ver of let

| There are, however, two Lamont letters which require separate |
consideration. They were characterized by plaintiff as “love lets

yers, who were unaware of the ﬁx:ogréhf
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